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Hpakant in Kachin State

My field research area

� Hpakant region of the Kachin State 
in Northern Burma.

� The Hpakant is 60 miles from
Myitkyina city the capital of Kachin
State.



Background



� In 1989 local people started mining for jade by 
hand.

� In February 1994 Kachin Independence Army 
( KIA) entered into a ceasefire with  State Peace 
and Development Council (SPDC)                        

� 1994 to 1999  ( Hpet Sat Period )

� After 2000 Big companies arrived with large 
scale mining projects.



� Land confiscation

Myanmar (Burma) Ministry of mineral cooperates with 
Chinese investors in Lung Khan jade mining area.



Land confiscation

� Difficult to move other places

� No compensation

One women said, “My house was moved to other place 
on July 2006 because of jade mining. I’m not happy now 
the weather is so hot and all of tress and mountain are 
gone. An then I haven’t jobs for in come I’m doing 
domestic works every day. My husband’s income also 
unstable didn’t mine, no jobs lost his jade mine”.

� (UDHR) Art: 17 Rights to own property

� Discrimination

� Article 3 of CEDAW 



Land confiscation area in Sharaw Hka



Loss of livelihood

� People have lost their lands, farm, fields and houses 
because of the cooperation between the jade mining 
companies and the SPDC on jade mining.

� Before women lived in harmony with the forest and 
lived a sustainable. 

One women said, “I had some vegetable and fruit and 
growing from my farm more than enough for our family 
and then we could give those neighbors before. But now 
I can’t farm and my husband also can’t dig jade mine 
that is why I haven’t any income. Because the SPDC 
confiscation our land and our farm. I have been facing a 
problem to support my children education and her 
tuitions fee”.



Two women carry pig feet  away from the forest.



Women are going 
to the stream to 
wash their clothes, 
men are going to 
the jade mine area 
to find jade.



Violation of Women’s Health Rights

� Women are domestic workers, maids cooks, 
prostitutes, drug dealers.

� This tiring and stressful lifestyle has impacted 
local women’s health.

� Jade mining causes air pollution and water 
pollution that affects pregnant women and 
children. 



Women and children are swimming in U Ru river



Hpakant jade mining area has the most back hoes in 
Asia



HIV+AIDS, Drugs and Prostitution

� HIV spread both by intravenous heroin use and 
sexual transmission

� Most worker use drugs and prostitution 

“ I have a lot of sex with sex workers in Hpakant and 
also three wives. Now I have HIV and my three of 
wives also HIV I don’t want to be infected with this”.

� The working conditions push miners to use drugs.

� Women are selling and using drugs.

� Women become prostitute



Conclusion

Challenges



Recommendation: To State Peace and 
Development Council                     

•To stop the jade mine project and any mega 
development projects in Kachin State

To fully implement the CEDAW

To NGOs and International community

• To pressure the SPDC to change the military 
dictatorship to a democracy

• To stop Chinese investment with the military 
government in Burma for jade mining project and any 
mega development project

•To pressure SPDC to implement CEDAW



To Chinese Businessmen and other Foreign 
Businessmen.

•To stop working jade mine project in cooperation 
with the SPDC

•To respect CEDAW 

To local community

•To  pressure the SPDC to respect the UDHR

•To demand the SPDC to respect the CEDAW 


